Minutes from Dade Heritage Trust’s 

Executive Committee Meeting 

May 16. 2006 

The meeting was called to order at 12:15 p.m. In attendance at the law firm of Carlton 

Fields were: Amy Furness, Jose Cabrera, Jose Goyanes, B.J. “Chico” Goldsmith, Enid Pinkney, 

Becky Matkov and Judy Pruitt. (Rich Heisenbottle attended via telephone) 

A. The Treasurer’s Report was read and approved. 

B. Becky Matkov reported on the following: 

1) We are still waiting on the Museum Magnet Program payments. The first 
payment was expected in April and the second is anticipated to arrive in July. 

2) The Dade Heritage Days grant for 2007 was approved by the Miami-Dade 
Cultural Affairs Advisory Board. They approved $36,000.00. It is anticipated 
that we may be slightly under-budget. 

3) Becky received an order from St. Theresa’s for one hundred copies of the 
Preservation Activity Books. 

4) DHT has been asked to host one day of the upcoming Museum Magnate Program 
for approximately 120 attendees. We discussed various locations for the meeting 
and Rich agreed to contact the Biltmore Hotel to determine if they would provide 
meeting space free of charge. 

5) Publicity for Dade Heritage Days was impressive. Two articles were written 
about the Preservation Awards and one article was written about our “Saving 
South Beach” event. Enid commented that we received a lot of publicity this year 
and that Dade County Schools plans to incorporate the FCAT into the event next 
year. Congratulations and thanks were given to Enid for her hard work! 

6) A motion was made by Chico Goldsmith to amend our bylaws allowing for an 
increase in the number of board members to 25. The motion was seconded by 
Enid Pinkney and approved. It will now be presented to the Board for a full vote 
at our meeting on May 24, 2006. 

-• Judy Pruitt discussed her meeting with Alvin Rodriguez. She recently attended his 

presentation to the Tampa Historic Preservation Board and was impressed by the number 

of locations he was able to assist. 
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Becky Matkov and Rich Heisenbottle discussed the meeting on May 8, 2006 with the 
Miami Dade County’s General Obligation Bond Division. Specifically discussed was the 
Historic Preservation Fund and the fund’s administration program. DHT was encouraged 
by the County’s attorney, Geri Keenan, to redraft the program’s Administrative Rules. A 
first draft of the Administrative Rules was prepared by Amy Furness. It was agreed that 
DHT would continue working on the revision despite the fact that we have not been 
advised by the county of the exact amount of the administrative fee’s cap. At the meeting 
DHT was advised the administrative fee would be capped at three percent. We await 
confirmation from Jose Galan, Chief of Program Legislation, Office of Capital 
Improvements. 

Becky Matkov and Jose Goyanes discussed their recent meeting with John Shubin, Esq. 
He has agreed to assist DHT as an attorney on a pro bono basis. During their initial 
meeting, Mr. Shubin advised of his concern that DHT may not have “standing” to bring a 
lawsuit. Therefore, he suggested that the property be leased or deeded to DHT. The City 
Attorney was working on drafting a resolution and Becky Matkov has agreed to continue 
to work with the City Attorney to ensure that the resolution is drafted. 

Partners for Sacred Places came to talk to DHT about the training they offer to churches 
so that they can leverage their historic property. Partners for Sacred Places is a non¬ 
sectarian, non-profit organization devoted to helping older and historic religious 
properties. We discussed assisting this organization to create goodwill for the historical 
community. They are currently seeking a sponsor at a cost of nearly $24,000.00. Jose 
Goyanes suggested that Becky Matkov contact Wilson Greaton. Mr. Greaton oversees 
the William R. Watts Foundation which donates to religious organizations. The 
discussion also included Temple Israel and St. Patrick’s Catholic Church as possible 
candidates to receive this training. 

Rich Heisenbottle briefly discussed the Dice House. He advised the board that he has 
talked to Katy Sorenson and is hoping that July 4 will be the event day. It was also 
mentioned that the neighbors (near the original location) are upset with the developer’s 
new plans but they are trying to work together with the developer. 

It was noted that we must be sure to maintain a separate account for Old Miami High. 

Brief mention was made of the Hubbard/Alvarez House and the MIMO historic district. 
With respect to the Hubbard/Alvarez House it was noted that there may be funding 
opportunities from the City, FPL and/or Loew’s as they may be interested in working on 
this as a “green restoration.” Regarding the MIMO historic district, we were advised that 
the Historic and Environmental Preservation Board vote was deferred to allow neighbors 
an opportunity to learn more about what historic preservation would entail. The vote has 
been deferred until June 6, 2006. 
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The last topic discussed was “New Business”. • 


1) Judy Pruitt suggested that we add a “tag line” to our logo. Suggestions included: 
Preserving Miami’s Historic Places, Saving Miami’s History and Saving Miami's 
Past for the Future. 

2) Jose Goyanes suggested that we add a time limit to our meeting agendas so that 
each topic has a fixed period for discussion. This will keep our meetings on target 
and hopefully reduce the length. 

The meeting was adjourned at 1:30 p.m. 
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